
TROPICAL TALES 

Presidentõs Message 

Upcoming  Events 
 

Pancake Breakfast  Saturday, Jan. 16   9:00 am 
 

Acupuncture Presentation Tues., Jan. 19   2:00 pm 

 

 

Ladies Luncheon Thurs., Jan 21  1:00 pm 

Details and sign up  sheet on the Bulletin Board  
 

 

Karaoke Night   Friday, Jan. 22   7:00 pm 
 

Italian Night  Friday, Jan 29   6:00 pm 

© 2010 Tropical Isle Co-op, Inc. All rights reserved 

 The work done by the Board of Directors of Tropical 

Isles during 2009 has finally put us on the right track to be 

able to meet our financial obligations going forward into 

2010 and beyond. 

 The various operational, banking and personnel 

changes will save us approximately $36,000 this year. An 

additional savings of $61,000 per year will result from the 

replacement of Morbitzer Communities Management and 

Martyn Simpson, our former Financial Advisor.  

  For the first time since our incorporation as a Co-op, 

the Board of Directors sought proposals from several ac-

counting firms and management companies. Proctor, 

Crook, Crowder & Fogal, Certified Public Accountants 

and Business Advisors will be our new accountants and 

financial advisors. The company is a well respected local 

firm with impeccable credentials and experience.  With 

the firmôs assistance, we have already begun to put in 

place procedures which will help safeguard our assets 

and increase efficiency. 

 I am also pleased to announce that The Board of Di-

rectors voted to engage Alena Woodruff, LCAM, of AW 

Communities Management as our new park manager.  

She will replace Morbitzer Communities whose contract 

with TICI expired on December 31st.   

  Alena has been with us as on-site manager for more 

than two years. Her familiarity with park operations, ven-

dors, contractors, committees and residents is a valuable 

asset. Alena truly cares about the park and works hard 

with consistent good humor and kindness. The park will 

benefit by continuing to have Alena on-site full time, and 

by our being her companyôs sole client.  

  For the first time since Co-op incorporation, the 

Board of Directors has independently chosen an account-

ing firm to audit its financial statements. Hafer Company, 

LLC of Palm Beach will audit the year 2009. For the first 

time the audit will be accomplished in part via actual visits 

to the Co-op office. 

 The Co-op is fortunate to have recruited Wes Craw-

ford of Sun Realty to manage sales in the park. Wes is 

well known and connected both in his Florida community 

and in his second home in Ohio. By not proceeding with 

the 2008 plan to become a real estate corporation, the Co

-op saved an additional $12,000 a year in fees to have 

been paid to Tina Morbitzer as our qualifying broker.  We 

have also avoided incurring the expense and liability of 

maintaining our own real estate operation. The expert 

skills and broad experience offered by Wes Crawford and 

his staff are invaluable.  

  I want to thank all the members of the Board of Direc-

tors for their dedication and hard work. I especially want 

to commend our Secretary, Ginny Young and our Treas-

urer, Lou Swistara for accepting the important responsi-

bilities of their respective offices. They have given unsel-

fishly of the enormous time and energy required to carry 

out the performance of their duties.  

 We made great progress in 2009 toward assuring that 

we will be able to meet our financial obligations.  I look 

forward to building on the successes of the past year, 

working along with my fellow board members to eliminate 

wasteful spending, keeping assessments and rents as 

low as possible and to maintaining Tropical Isles as a 

Premier Resident Owned Community on the Treasure 

Coast. 

  I wish you all health, happiness and good fortune in 

the New Year. 

 

Harvey Sofen 

        

 

January 2010 



Clubs and Activities  
 

Circle of Friendship 

Ginny Young, Chairman  464-2935 
Marilyn McAfee 460-2182   Giselle Symonds 460-5541 

 

Bean Bag Baseball 
Wednesdays 7:00 pm  Harold Parbus   460-6659 

 

Bingo 
Thursdays 7:00  pm 

Charlene & Richard Blanchette 461-4371 
 

Bowling 
Monday 9:00 am St Lucie Lanes  Bob Kendzierski 429-6461 

 

Bridge 
Mondays 1:00 pm    Alverna Johnson 466-6424 

 

Bunco 
Mondays  6:45 pm    Sandy Carter  595-6385 

 

Crafts 
Fridays 1:30-4:00 pm    Doris Jacoby 465-3471 

 

Euchre 
Tues. 7:00 pm   Jan. to Apr.   Jim Kauffman 489-9671 

 

Karaoke 
4th Friday of the month at 7:00   BYOB and Snacks 
Rachele Ostrowski and Bernie Figlan 989-400-8255 

 

Line Dancing 
Tuesdays 7:00 - 9:00  pm  Marie Roos  489-4854 

 

Petanque  
Mon. and Wed. 9:00 am    January to April 

Mary Lou Kauffman 489-9671 
 

Tennis 
Men: Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8:30 am   Tony Cimino 465-5979 

Ladies: Tue, Thur., & Sat. 8:30 am    Helene Bertrand 460-5403  
 

Yoga 
Wednesday Afternoons 2:30  Peg Horrigan 464-0235 

  

Tropical Isles Co -op Inc.  
  

Park Manager   Alena Woodruff, LCAM   

Administrative Assistant   Betty Elmore 

Park Managerôs Office:   468-4968 

 

Board of Directors  
 

President  Harvey Sofen ........................... 467-2633 

Vice President   Jim Culver ....................... 460-0974 

Secretary  Ginny Young ............................ 464-2935 

Treasurer  Lou Swistara ............................ 460-6052 

Director  Bob Clemens .............................. 468-9946 

Director  Joe Liebl ..................................... 465-4244 

Director  George Russell ........................... 461-9560 

Committee Chairpersons  
 

Architecture  ...............................  Joe Liebl  465-4244  

Building & Grounds  ...............  Tom Jursz  461-3712  

Clubhouse  ..........................  Sallie Russell  461-9560 

C.O.P ......................Ken & Laureen Lenhart  466-6494 

Event Tickets  .......................... Lise Demers 466-9786  

50/50 ......................................... Lottie Quinn  489-6198 

FMO Representative  ............... Gerdi Novak 595-5005 

Neighborhood Watch  ............ Lou Swistara 460-6052 

Residency Review  ............. Marilyn McAfee 460-2182 

 Sharon Hill 429-3147 
 

Sergeant at Arms  .................... Ken Lenhart 466-6494 

Social Committee  .................. Peg Horrigan 464-0235 

 Joyce Terlino 467-1222 

Tropical Tales Newsletter  

 Editor: ................... Doris Jacoby  465-3471 

 Delivery: ................. Gerdi Novak 595-5005 

Welcome Hostess  .................... Sharon Hill  429-3147 

NOTICES 

Co-op  Board Meetings 

Monday, January 11 at 3:00 pm 
 

Candidateõs Night 
Saturday, January 9 at 7:00 pm 

All Shareholders are invited to attend. 
 

Shareholderõs Annual Meeting 
Monday, January 25 at 7:00 pm 

 

Homeowners Association Meeting 
Jan 18th at 7:00pm at the Clubhouse  

Deadline for Feb. Tropical Tales: Jan.  22 
Items may be e-mailed to: dorisjacoby@yahoo.com 



 

Yoga Classes will resume on Jan. 6  

Classes are held on Wednesdays at 2:30 pm  

Neighborhood Watch 
 

 The Block-Captains would like to wish all our 

neighbors and friends in Tropical Isles "A VERY HAPPY, 

HEALTHY, PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR." 
 

 I would like to remind all Block-Captains that our next 

meeting will be January 19th, 2010 at 11:30 AM at the 

Clubhouse. 

 

Lou Swistara, Chairman 

Ginny Young, Co-Chair 

C.O.P. Report  

 We will start off the new year with a meeting Tuesday 

January 19 at 6 p.m. so please mark your calendars. 

 Just a friendly reminder to keep everyone safe please 

carry a flashlight when you are out walking or riding a bi-

cycle before dawn and after it gets dark. Also please ob-

serve the 15 mile speed limit. We want everyone to have 

a safe, happy and healthy New Year.  

 

Ken and Laureen Lenhart 

Pool Tournament  

There is a sign up sheet in the pool room for anyone 

interested in participating in the pool tournament.  

Important Notice  

All Committee Chairpersons, Organizations, 

Activities Leaders and Individuals 
 

 Groups or individuals who wish to reserve  the use of 

any common area such as (but not limited to) the audito-

rium, kitchen, card room, tennis courts, pool, etc., for any 

organized event or private function are required to obtain 

a form from the park office which must be filled out and 

submitted for approval.  

 Anyone in charge of a regularly scheduled weekly 

event should complete and submit a request ASAP. 

Those wishing to reserve a common area for a specific 

date are advised to submit their request as early as pos-

sible. 

 Please note: This requirement only applies for re-

served use and does not apply to residents who wish to 

make use of the common areas and amenities during 

times when the area(s) have not been reserved for organ-

ized activities or other approved use. 

 

Alena Woodruff, LCAM 

Park Manager 

Pool Aerobics/Exercise  

The Aerobics class has been cancelled until further 

notice due to Nancy Rogersô recent illness. She 

hopes to be able to resume the class in the spring.  

Managerõs Report 
 
 The solar system pump for the pool has been re-

paired by Indian River Armature shop.   Parts  operating 

the vacuum were worn out and had to be replaced. The 

cost for the repair was $208.20 
 

  A new irrigation system at the Park entrance was in-

stalled last month by Manzanareôs Lawn  Service Co. at 

a cost of $700.00.  
 

 Bank of America was contacted with a request to; (a) 

close our Management Account and transfer the balance 

into the Operating Account and (b) close our Supplemen-

tal Account and transfer the balance into the Contingency 

Fund. This was approved by the Board of Directors at the 

November meeting. 
 

 Mr. Ernesto Velasco, P.E., from Velcon Group, Inc. 

(engineers & surveyors) representing their client, Majesty 

LLC (X-Treme Function Hall) will be meeting with resi-

dents to discuss the conditional use for this project as 

required by St. Lucie County Growth Management De-

partment. He will be here on Monday, January 11, 2010 

at 7:00 PM.  

 It is very important that all residents attend this meet-

ing in order to ask questions and voice opinions about 

this business to be located adjacent to our park obtaining 

a liquor license.   

 

 A ñMeet the Candidates Nightò is scheduled for Satur-

day, January 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse.  Can-

didates running for election to the Board of Directors will 

deliver a presentation and answer shareholderôs ques-

tions. All shareholders are urged to attend.  

 

 Wishing you the Happiest New Year and many won-

derful opportunities in the coming year. 

 

See you around the Park! 

 

Alena Woodruff, LCAM 

Park Manager 



Thanksgiving 2009 
     

 Ninety-seven residents and their guests en-

joyed a delicious feast of roast turkey with all the 

trimmings on Thanksgiving Day . 

 Peg Horrigan chaired the event for the third 

year. She had lots of volunteers helping to make 

the day a resounding success!  

Branson Better Than Ever Trip    November 2009  


