
WELCOME 

 I would like to welcome back all the residents who 

have been returning to the park after the summer. I 

also extend welcome to all the new residents who will 

be here for the winter. 

 

 We recently had a meeting here in the park with a 

Senior Vice-President and a credit manager from the 

Bank of America, which carries our mortgage. They 

were very pleased with Tropical Isles, commenting 

that the homes show "pride of ownership", that the 

common areas are green and well kept, and that we 

are meeting our financial obligations and should have 

no problems in the future. 

 

 Representatives from our new accounting firm 

were present for the meeting to discuss some of the 

financial management change-over issues and to an-

swer any questions. The bank has assigned a direct 

contact person to us  who will respond to questions 

and service requests. 

November  2009 

TROPICAL TALES 

 

Upcoming  Events 
 

WellMed Presentation 
Tuesday, Nov. 24 1:30 pm  òMedicare 101ó 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner at the Clubhouse 
Thursday, Nov. 26  3:00pm 

 

Karaoke Night 
Friday, Nov. 27  7:00 pm 

 

Ladies Luncheon  
3rd. Thursday of the month  

Details & Sign up Sheet on Bulletin Board 

 

É 2009 Tropical Isles Co-op, Inc. All rights reserved 

Presidentõs Message 
 I would like to thank Wayne Antrim and Jim 

Morin for constructing our new Horseshoe pits in 

memory of Sonny Rice. Our maintenance crew has 

completed painting and has put sand in the pits, so 

we are ready to play. The horseshoes are kept in 

the room with the shuffleboard equipment. 

  

 Monday mornings at 9:00 AM we are bowling at 

St. Lucie Lanes. It's just for fun. Bob Kendzierski is 

in charge. 

 

 I would like to extend an open invitation to all 

residents to our Happy Hour on Friday nights, 5PM 

Poolside... BYOB, finger food, desserts and more. 

It has been great just to get together to talk and 

have fun 

 

 Remember: Motivation is what gets you started, 

habit is what keeps you going. 

 

Harvey Sofen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLUBS & ACTIVITIES 
 

Circle of Friendship 

Ginny Young, Chairman  464-2935 
Marilyn McAfee 460-2182   Giselle Symonds 460-5541 

 

Bean Bag Baseball 
Wednesday Evenings 7:00  
Harold Parbus   460-6659 

 

Bingo 
Thursday Evenings 7:00   

Charlene & Richard Blanchette 461-4371 
 

Bridge 
Monday Afternoons 1:00 

Alverna Johnson 466-6424 
 

Bunco 
Monday Evenings 6:45 

 Sandy Carter  595-6385 

 

Card Games 
Tues. through Thurs. Afternoon 12:30  

Friday Evenings   6:30 pm 
Saturday  Afternoon 12:30  

Lottie Quinn  489-6198  
 

Friday Crafternoon Social Club 
Bring your projectðdo your own thing 

Needlework, Art, Jewelry, etc.ðor learn something new! 
Friday afternoons 1:30-4:00    Doris Jacoby 465-3471 

 

Karaoke 
4th Friday of the month at 7:00   BYOB and Snacks 
Rachele Ostrowski and Bernie Figlan 989-400-8255 

 

Line Dancing 
Tues. Evenings 7:00 - 9:00 

Marie Roos  489-4854 

 

Pool Aerobics/Exercise 
Mon, Wed. & Fri. Mornings 10:00 - 11:00 

Nancy Rogers  466-8715 
 

Yoga 
Wednesday Afternoons 2:30 

Peg Horrigan 464-0235 

Tropical Isles Co-op Inc. 
  

Park Manager   Alena Woodruff   

Administrative Assistant   Betty Elmore 

Park Managerôs Office:   468-4968 

 

Board of Directors  
 

President  Harvey Sofen ........................... 467-2633 

Vice President   Jim Culver ....................... 460-0974 

Secretary  Ginny Young ............................ 464-2935 

Treasurer  Lou Swistara ............................ 460-6052 

Director  Bob Clemens .............................. 468-9946 

Director  Joe Liebl ..................................... 465-4244 

Director  George Russell ........................... 461-9560 

Committee Chairpersons  
 

Architecture  ...............................  Joe Liebl  465-4244  

Building & Grounds  ................  Tom Jursz  461-3712  

Clubhouse  ..........................  Sallie Russell  461-9560 

C.O.P ..................... Ken & Laureen Lenhart  466-6494 

Event Tickets  ......................... Doris Jacoby  465-3471   

50/50 ........................................ Lottie Quinn  489-6198 

Neighborhood Watch  ............ Lou Swistara 460-6052 

Residency Review  ............. Marilyn McAfee 460-2182 

 Sharon Hill 429-3147 

Sergeant at Arms  .................... Ken Lenhart 466-6494 

Social Committee  .................. Peg Horrigan 464-0235 

 Joyce Terlino 467-1222 

Tropical Tales Newsletter  

 Editor: ................... Doris Jacoby  465-3471 

 Calendar: ..... Madeleine Fenwick 467-0161 

 Delivery: ................. Gerdi Novak 595-5005 

Welcome Hostess  .................... Sharon Hill  429-3147 

NOTICES 

 

Co-op  Board Meetings 
 

Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm 

Monday, November 23 at 7:00 pm 

Please watch the Bulletin Boards for up-dates. 

 

Deadline for Dec. Tropical Tales: Nov. 20 



Tropical Isles  

Utilities Corporation  
 FINANCIAL REPORT ï 3

RD
  QUARTER 2009 

The following is an unaudited summary of the 3
rd

 quarter 

financial activity. 

 CHECKING       MONEY  MARKET 

Balance 9-1-09   $18364.40 Balance 1-1-09 $49003.68 

Income    $ 7587.67 Interest  $   300.53 

Expenses   ($ 3189.19 )    Excess transfers  $47000.00 

Excess transfer   ($12000.00) Balance 9-30-09  $96304.21 

Balance 9-30-09   $10762.88 

Checking balance as of  10-13-09   $17093.41 

Prepared by Jim Culver, Sec/Treasurer 

Tropical Isles Utilities Corporation, Inc. 

MANAGERõS CORNER 

 A little bit of a borrowed wisdom from University of 

Florida Gulf Coast research. 

 Thinking as homeowners, we impulsively see a pretty 

plant, buy it, bring it home, and then try to decide where 

to put it - usually in the wrong place. Thinking as landsca-

pers who havenôt had best management practice training, 

we buy a cost-effective plant that meets local ordinances 

and then plant it in the wrong place. 

 Unfortunately, this problem is too common, whether 

the fault of a homeowner or a landscaper. I see over-

grown shrubs, trees blocking front walkways, windows, 

and large oak trees planted in easements with a three-

foot by three-foot area in which to grow. The number of 

house-eating monsters growing beneath the eave of the 

roof is large. 

 Whether you are designing on a shoestring budget or 

paying professional landscape designer, doing your 

homework will help you avoid problems down the road. 

When you choose a plant, consider the limitations of your 

site, maintenance requirements, and the wildlife value. 

 Consider the mature height and spread of the plant. 

The general maintenance practice for overgrown shrubs 

is to keep the severely hedged to a height or size that fits 

in that space. It is a waste of money, time and labor!! 

 Plant the right plant in the right place at the right time. 

Before you plant anything - consider how big it will get 

and how much sweat and money you will spend getting 

rid of it. 

 Also, prior to any digging or redesigning your lot, 

please remember the following: 

Å You must apply to the Architecture & Structures Com-

mittee (A&SC) for any major changes in the land-

scaping design. Request forms are available in the 

office. The same applies to any tree removal on your 

property. 

Å Prior to any digging, dial 811, Call Sunshine, Inc., to 

come out and mark utility lines on your property. This 

is to protect you from injury and also prevent damage 

to underground utility lines. This service is free to all 

Florida residents. 

You can check floridayards.org to order one free Florida

-friendly handbook and plant list from the Southwest Flor-

ida Water Management District. 

More information about Florida Yards and Neighborhood 

programs is available at: http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu. 

 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL! 

 

See you around the Park.  

Alena Woodruff, Park Manager 

 
Line Dancing 

Resumes Tuesday Nov. 3 
 

Beginner 7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Intermediate 8:00 - 9:00 pm 
 

For further information  

Call: Marie Roos 489 -4854 

 

MOBILE POST OFFICE 

Change of Schedule! 
 

New Hours:  

Tuesdays 2:00 to 3:00 pm. 

REMINDER!     

Daylight Savings Time ends Sun-

day, Nov. 1.    Remember to set 

your clocks back 1 hour before 

you go to bed on Saturday night. 



Thanksgiving  
Dinner 
at the Clubhouse 

 

Thursday, November 26 at 3:00 
 
 
 
 
 

Roast Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing & Gravy 
Sign up on the bulletin board to 

bring a side dish or dessert 
 

Tickets $7.00 
 

On sale at the Clubhouse 
Mon. Nov. 16 and 23   1:30ñ2:30 pm 

 

Ticket Chairman: Doris Jacoby 465-3471 
 

Volunteers are needed to  help with preparations 

and serving, etc. If you can help in any way, please 

call Peg Horrigan at 464-0235. 

A Reminder to All  

Tropical Isles Homeowners:   
 If you are planning on any additions or construction 

work on the exterior of your home (e.g. roof, siding, exte-

rior door replacement, shutters, screen room, hot tubs, 

skirting, major landscaping, etc.) you must obtain ap-

proval from the Co-Op PRIOR to commencing work.    
 

 The approval form and necessary information can be 

obtained from the Tropical Isles Co-Op office. Once you 

have completed the form and obtained necessary plans, 

contractor license and insurance information submit the 

completed form with all pertinent information to the Co-

Op office. The office will forward the proposal to the Ar-

chitecture & Structures Committee (A&SC) for their re-

view and approval / disapproval. If a resident disagrees 

with the A&SC decision, then it can be appealed to the 

Co-Op Board for review and final decision. 

 

 Any questions, please contact Alena Woodruff, Park 

Manager or Joe Liebl, Chairman A&SC.   In addition, 

please advise your contractors that they must register 

with the Co-Op office BEFORE they commence work on 

your house.   This process is necessary to protect all 

homeowners and the Co-Op, to ensure that only properly 

licensed and insured contractors are allowed to do busi-

ness within our park, and to comply with St. Lucie county 

codes.  

Joe Liebl, Chairman  

Shuffleboard 

 Shuffleboard will resume in 

January 2010. Play will be on 

Tuesdays, and hopefully, Thurs-

days at 10:00 am. 

 We will have a meeting at 

the clubhouse on  November 19 

at 10:00 am. to set up teams. 

  

 Someone is needed to take charge of the Thursday 

shuffleboard or it will have to be discontinued . If you 

would be willing to do this, please contact:  

Joan Parbus 460 -6659 or Bob Kendzierski 429 -6461 

We will be glad to help you get started. 

To all our friends in Tropical Isles:  
 I wish to thank each and everyone who, through this 

past year especially, made Harry happy!  

 I extend my heartfelt thanks to each of you who 

have offered prayers, comfort and help in any way and 

have sent cards, remembrances and visited since Harry's  

passing on September 4, 2009.  

 It's certainly comforting and rewarding, to live where 

everyone cares.  

 On behalf of the family, we wish to thank everyone who 

took time to attend and honor Harry's memory at his Memorial 

Celebration on October 17. He would have been so proud, as 

he loved Tropical Isles.  

Sincerely,  

Ginny Young 



òBehind the 8-balló  

Billiard Room News 

 

 Well, itôs time again, to wel-

come back old friends from their 

summer jaunts and greet new 

friends to the billiard room. 

 Don Giroux and I were able to 

come up with a couple of additions 

to the billiard room. New picture frames were made to ac-

commodate the photos of future champions of our billiard 

tournaments! A cue rack was built at the request of Jim 

Morin, to house the pool cues of club members who wish 

to leave their cues in the billiard room. 

 One member (Ziggy Zigman) was added to the 

ñBehind the 8-ball Gangôsò hall of fame billiard table. All 

that is needed to be added to the hall of fame table, is a 

non-returnable photo (Head Shot Preferred) that can be 

cut to fit on a ñbilliard ballò. I can take a photo at the bil-

liard room, if you like, just give me a call and I will bring 

my camera. I am usually in the billiard room most eve-

nings. 

 There will be our annual tournament this year, how-

ever, some changes in our ñhouse rulesò will be in effect. 

Information on the tournament and rule changes will be 

posted in the billiard room as soon as the directors let me 

know the details. Remember, the tournament is open to 

all residents of ñTROPICAL ISLESò and their guests. Just 

make sure, if you sign up, to be able to finish tournament. 

It is only fair to the other players.ò 

 On a much sadder note, another member has de-

parted from us. Stillman (Sonny) Rice, ñThe Cut Manò.  It 

is with heavy heart that we bid him farewell. Least we for-

get our past members, Hubert Steeves ï Conrad Kelly ï 

Teddy Lee ï Don Santos ï Charlie Gerstel ï Howard Fos-

ter ï Fred Petitucci ï Hollis Larrabee ï Bill Collins and Bill 

Potzner. 

 In closing I wish all of our residents who enjoy the 

game of 8-ball, come out and enter the tournament and 

enjoy the fun, laughter and competition! 

 

Until next time, Good Shooting!!! 

Rich Quinn 

 

 

Resident Support 
 

 The Co-op has a program that is replacing the former 

CAP program, which no longer offers financial assistance 

to residents. It is called the Resident Support Program 

(RSP). The RSP committee will help residents find pro-

grams that will help them with issues such as food 

stamps, Weatherization program, (which has already 

been implemented for a resident in our community), 

transportation, utilities, etc.  

 

 Please call Barbara Sofen, Peg Horrigan, or Joyce 

Terlino for more information. We will be happy to meet 

with you in a confidential setting to offer you information 

and help. 

 

Barbara Sofen: 467-2633 

Peg Horrigan: 464-0235 

Joyce Terlino: 467-1222 


